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Welcome

Dear partner,

We are delighted to bring you our first edition of BookLinks for 2021. 

In April this year, our patron since 1966, His Royal Highness The Duke of 
Edinburgh, sadly died at home in Windsor Castle. His Royal Highness was a  
great reader who believed in the power of books to change lives and during  
his 55 years as our patron, contributed hugely to the mission and vision of  
Book Aid International.  

Our warehouse currently remains open with thousands of books being selected and packed every week. 
Our team continue to comply with government guidance to ensure we operate as safely as possible and 
this May saw us take a huge step forwards to reaching our full operational capacity, adding four members 
to our warehouse operations team who are working a part-time evening shift throughout the week. Our 
donations from UK publishers remain strong, with deliveries of brand new books arriving every day and we 
remain as flexible as possible with our shipping schedule, working closely with partners to deliver books in 
an agreed timeframe.

We begin this edition of BookLinks with reflections on His Royal Highness made by Gray Nyali, the National 
Librarian of Malawi and Sallieu Turay, Chief Librarian of the Sierra Leone Library Board. We then turn our 
attention to the future and explore how our partners are using books to support the realisation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The goals address the global challenges we face and are a plan for 
achieving a fairer and more sustainable future for all. Libraries are well placed to support local, national and 
international efforts, providing access to vital, up to date information, professional services and spaces for 
meetings and activities.

Our articles this month highlight the work that some of our newest partners are doing that relates to 
selected SDGs. We look at the support provided to the Yezidi, a minority group living in northern Iraq, the 
education of prisoners by the Uganda Prison Service and a small-scale initiative from Switched on Gambia 
that supports both quality education and the transition to clean energy. Gender equality is the focus of a 
short piece about Good Samaritan, a women’s empowerment organisation in Uganda, and we showcase  
the donation of a fantastic book, Planet Earth II to schools in and around the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve  
in Malawi.

Included with this issue of BookLinks is an A3 poster, detailing  
all 17 SDGs and their specific aims, which you can display in  
your library or classroom.  

All of our worlds have been affected by Covid-19 and its  
aftermath, so by taking a closer look at the SDGs, we can 
understand how we can work together to contribute to their 
successful realisation and a fairer and more sustainable future.

Best regards,

Alison Tweed

Chief Executive

BookLinks is our bi-annual 
publication for library practitioners. 
Through BookLinks we aim to 
share the good practice, insights, 
learnings and knowledge from our 
project work,  partners and the 
wider library world.  

BookLinks is published with 
the support of a grant from the 
Unwin Charitable Trust and we 
are delighted to be among its 
beneficiaries. 

Cover images (front): Photography 
© Lewa Wildlife Conservancy
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NEWS:

Sallieu Turay, Chief Librarian, Sierra Leone 
Library Board 
“I recall meeting His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh 
at St. James Palace on the evening of March 21 2017 during a 
reception organised by Book Aid International. He was such a 
warm person, especially when His Royal Highness engaged 
me in a conversation relating to the work of the Sierra Leone 
Library Board and partnership with Book Aid International.

I was impressed with his knowledge of Book Aid International’s 
work and partners. You could see that His Royal Highness 
was a committed person. He will be missed by Book Aid 
International and its partners.”

Lord Boateng, Chair of Book Aid 
International 
“His Royal Highness knew what it was not always to have a 
steady home, to find your family in difficult circumstances. 
Books can give people a sense of hope and expectation for 
the future – and it was a hope that he always realised and 
saw the potential of. In Africa where I was brought up we have 
a phrase which we use when people of significance have 
passed on. We say “a mighty tree has fallen”, and with The 
Duke of Edinburgh a truly mighty tree has fallen.” 

Lord Paul Boateng, Chair of Book Aid International (left) with His Royal Highness The 
Duke of Edinburgh, St. James’s Palace, 2017.

Sallieu Turay, Chief Librarian of the Sierra Leone Library Board (right) with His Royal 
Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, St. James’s Palace, March 21  2017.

Remembering His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh

Gray Nyali, National 
Librarian, National Library 
Services, Malawi  
“I remember the late Prince Philip 
as a simple “down to earth” person 
who made me feel welcomed at 
Buckingham Palace when we visited 
in 2004. We were instructed that when 
His Royal Highness walked in, we 
should not shake his hand but just bow 
a little and say ‘Good evening Your 
Royal Highness’. We also prepared 
our profiles which we handed over to 
Book Aid International to read out to His 
Royal Highness.  

When the entry of His Royal Highness 
was announced we all stood up in 
readiness for his arrival. To our surprise, 
in contrast to the instructions we were 
given he was the first to stretch out his 
hand towards me, so I had no choice 
but to shake it. He shook hands with 
everyone in the room. 

The next memorable moment was 
when we were ushered into the dining 
room. The Book Aid International staff 
started introducing us as delegates 
using our profiles, but His Royal 
Highness interjected. He said ‘No, let 
them introduce themselves since they 
are in the room and they know their 
countries very well.’ 

When I mentioned ‘Malawi’ he 
responded that he had been to Malawi 
before. He made each of us feel at 
ease. We had a wonderful dinner and 
a couple of glasses of wine. He was a 
man of the people who cared about 
humanity. May his soul rest in peace.” 

Book Aid International were deeply 
saddened by the death of His Royal 
Highness The Duke of Edinburgh on 9th 
April 2021. As our patron for 55 years he 
helped shape our story and was a part of 
some of the biggest moments in our history 
– visiting our newly acquired warehouse 
in Camberwell in 1987, encouraging us 
to change our name in 1994 and sharing 
his thoughts about our work on our 60th 
anniversary. Since his passing, a number 
of our African partners who met him, have 
been sharing their memories.  
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Do you know your 
Sustainable Development 

Goals?

What are the Sustainable 
Development Goals?
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
are a set of 17 targets for future international 
development that were created by the United 
Nations. They replaced the Millennium 
Development Goals that expired at the end of 2015. 
The SDGs will run from 2015 to 2030 and have 
been adopted by 193 countries. The goals address 
the global challenges we face and are a plan for 
achieving a more sustainable future for all. 

How do you and your library 
support the SDGs?
Information about the different topics that represent 
each SDG is vital for citizens, professionals, 
agencies and institutions to understand the 
challenge faced in society and the SDG goal 
that will address it. Consider your library and the 
categories of subjects you have on offer. Your 
library is one of many around the world that is 
providing information and services that facilitate the 
goals being achieved. You are providing access to 
up-to-date information through your library building 
which houses the information, and the assistance 
you give to patrons every day, who need to find it. 
The goals are diverse and perhaps the obvious one 
that you and your library are contributing to is SDG3 
(Good Health and Well-being) through the provision 
of books on health or fiction to help people relax 
and enjoy books and stories. The other is SDG4 
(Quality Education). So when students come to your 
library to revise for their exams or make enquiries 
for their homework and projects, know that you are 
contributing to SDG4!

Also, when your library service partners with other 
agencies like Book Aid International you will be 
contributing to different SDGs outside of your library 
building. For example, the STEM Study Hub for 
secondary students contributes to SDG8 (Decent 
Work and Economic Growth) - as well as SDG4.

The Solar Libraries project and the Solar Homework 
Club both promote SDG7 (Affordable and Clean 
Energy) and SDG13 (Climate Action) through the use 
of solar power. Together we are contributing to the 
development goals and you may be doing more. 
See below on how your library is contributing to the 
achievement of SDGs in your country. 

Secondary school student using their local library, Ghana.  
Photograph ©Nana Kofi Acquah
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The Sustainable Development Goals

SDG What do libraries do?

As well as providing books about poverty so that people 
understand its causes better, libraries provide books to 
citizens on income and livelihoods, vocational training and 
wealth creation such as how to start a business.  Providing 
this information can help fight poverty.

Libraries provide opportunities for people to improve 
their own lives and support informed decision-making. 
Mobile libraries make books, services and internet access 
available in rural communities, providing opportunities to 
a wide range of people.

Libraries provide access to research and data on crops, 
market information and farming methods that help 
develop sustainable produce. 

Libraries provide access to medical research that 
supports improved health outcomes. Public access to 
health information in all libraries helps people to make 
better lifestyle choices and to stay healthy. 

Fiction can play a key role in providing fun and enjoyment 
to people helping them have good mental health.  

Libraries are at the heart of schools, universities and 
colleges. All libraries support literacy programmes and 
provide a safe space for learning.

Libraries encourage reading for all ages, from the very 
youngest children to the elderly. The books found in 
libraries are up to date and modern.

Libraries offer books and materials for women and girls  
to access information about their rights and health. 
Libraries provide a safe environment for women to read 
or learn, access computers and the internet and talk with 
other women.

Libraries provide public access to information on 
water, energy usage and sanitation. Libraries offer both 
the public and policy makers access to research and 
evidence.

End poverty in all its  
forms everywhere

End hunger, achieve 
food security and 
improved nutrition and 
promote sustainable 
agriculture

Ensure healthy  
lives and promote 
well-being for all at 
all ages

Ensure inclusive and 
equitable education 
and promote 
lifelong learning 
opportunities for all

Achieve gender 
equality and 
empower all women 
and girls

Ensure availability 
and sustainable 
management of 
water and sanitation 
for all
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The Sustainable Development Goals

SDG What do libraries do?

Libraries have books on innovation and energy sources.

Many libraries around the world are the only place where 
people can get reliable access to light and electricity to 
read, study and apply for jobs. 

Public access to ICT and training at libraries enables 
people to apply for jobs. People lacking access to a 
computer or the Internet at home come to the library to 
find these.

Vocational books in the library help citizens to find decent 
work to earn a living.

Libraries are at the heart of research, technology, 
innovation and academic life. They provide access to 
research, data and quality information to foster innovation 
and competitiveness. 

By providing safe spaces open to all, in both urban  
and rural areas across the world, libraries help to  
reduce inequality.  

Libraries can be very important to marginalised  
groups, who may struggle to access information, skills  
or support elsewhere.

Libraries have an essential role in safeguarding and 
preserving important documents for future generations. 

Libraries are sustainable institutions; they share resources 
within communities to ensure that everyone has access to 
information. Libraries offer all kinds of materials for loan, 
therefore reducing the carbon footprint and the impact on 
the environment. 

Ensure access to 
affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and  
modern energy for all

Promote sustained, 
inclusive and 
sustainable 
economic growth, 
full and productive 
employment and 
decent work for all

Build resilient 
infrastructure, 
promote inclusive 
and sustainable 
industrialization and 
foster innovation

Reduce inequality 
within and among 
countries

Make cities and 
human settlements 
inclusive, safe, 
resilient and 
sustainable

Ensure sustainable 
consumption and 
production patterns
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The Sustainable Development Goals

SDG What do libraries do?

Libraries play a key role in providing access to reliable 
data, research and knowledge that supports informed 
research and public access to information about  
climate change. 

School libraries help raise awareness among  
younger generations about the urgent need to  
protect our environment.

Libraries support decision-making by preserving and 
giving access to data and information related to the 
sustainable use of oceans, seas, fishing practices and 
effective water management.

Libraries help to protect the earth’s ecosystems by 
offering open access to biodiversity data and literature. 
Libraries can help raise awareness among younger 
generations about the need to respect and protect nature.

Libraries are an important source of information for the 
public. Libraries are a trusted information source, with 
skilled staff that help people to use information in a 
meaningful way.

Libraries partner at all levels with local, regional and 
national institutions, governments and organisations to 
help engage and empower citizens.

Take urgent action 
to combat climate 
change and its 
impacts

Conserve and 
sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and 
marine resources 
for sustainable 
development

Protect, restore and 
promote sustainable 
use of terrestrial 
eco-systems, 
sustainably manage 
forests, combat 
desertification, and 
halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss

Promote peaceful 
and inclusive 
societies for 
sustainable 
development, 
provide access to 
justice for all, and 
build effective, 
accountable and 
inclusive institutions 
at all levels

Strengthen 
the means of 
implementation 
and revitalise the 
global partnership 
for sustainable 
development
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What else can your library do?

  Display information about the SDGs.

  Set up an SDG research club for secondary students.

  Work with local schools to set up an SDG book club or reading group. Choose a book related to 
one of the goals and discuss together. You might have some of these books in your library already 
to get you started but there are many others that you could use if not. Have a look at what you 
have in stock and remember some books can be used for more than one SDG:

Goal #1 

No Poverty

Goal #5 

Gender Equality

Goal #2 

Zero Hunger

Goal #6

Clean Water & 
Sanitation

Goal #3 

Good Health & 
Wellbeing

Goal #7 

Affordable &  
Clean Energy

Goal #4 

Quality Education

Goal #8 

Decent Work and 
Economic Growth
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Goal #9 

Industry, Innovation 
& Infrastructure

Goal #13

Climate Action

Goal #17

Goal #10 

Reduced Inequalities

Goal #14 

Life Below Water

Goal #11 

Sustainable Cities & 
Communities

Goal #15 

Life on Land

Goal #12

Responsible Production  
& Consumption

Goal #16

Peace, Justice &  
Strong Institutions

Inquiry into Partnerships for the Goals

Links for further information:

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdgbookclub/

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdg-book-club-archive/

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/student-resources/
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Quality education 

Leads to better results 

The purpose of Sustainable Development Goal 
4 ‘Quality Education’ is to ‘ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all’.

Quality education when available to all can open 
future employment opportunities, breaking 
people out of cycles of unemployment and 
poverty; jobs and livelihoods can create more 
equal communities where more people can live 
well, using learned skills and knowledge.  Thus, 
education can enable sustainable development. 

In a learning setting, quality education relies  
on modern materials, delivered through  
interesting lessons, in a conducive environment 
and using effective teaching by motivated teachers 
and educators.  

Book Aid International provides brand new, high 
quality books at ECD, primary, secondary, tertiary, 
higher education and professional levels and 
our training workshops and manuals provide 
knowledge, guidance and inspiration to educators 
– be they qualified teachers, unqualified educators 
or trainers. 

When implementing new projects with partners, 
wherever possible Book Aid International seeks 
to measure how regular reading can change 
academic performance. There are many reasons 
why students improve their performance and 
research suggests that the availability and regular 
reading of any books, including story books is 
one of the ways. Partners who can work closely 
with schools and teachers are able to monitor the 
use of the books rigorously and track changes. 
One of these partners is Intouch Gambia – a local 
education NGO focused on improving education 
in rural areas. They distributed books in Barajally, 
Faraba and Gengie Wollof Lower Basic schools 
located in north and south of the Central River. 
Using the teacher aids and Book Aid International’s 
teacher manual provided, they coached teachers 
in establishing a regular reading programme as 
part of the school timetable. Following regular 
monitoring of teachers, they can show some 
improvement in pass marks in all 3 schools and 
against local schools that were not included in the 
project. 

An example of improvement can be seen at 
Faraba Lower Basic School where regular 
reading following the receipt of donated books 
in 2017 played some role in the improved English 
Language results recorded in the 2018 National 
Assessment Tests. 

Pupils from Faraba Lower Basic School, The Gambia concentrating on 
new stories. Photograph © Switched on Gambia

Pupil from Faraba Lower Basic School deep in concentration enjoying 
their new books. Photograph © Switched on Gambia
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The chart below shows the examination of Grade 5 
in the year 2016 - before our intervention, and after 
our intervention in the year 2018: 

  The school recorded a 24% pass rate for male 
students in 2016 which jumped to 55% pass rate 
for males in 2018. Similarly for females it rose 
from 2% pass rate in 2016 to 29% pass rate post 
intervention. 

  Conversely, the school recorded a reduction in 
failure rate from 75% to 44% for males and from 
97% failure rate to 70% failure rate in 2018 for 
females.  

This is good news for the school. Teachers are 
clear of the role that the availability of the books 
played in the improvement of results. 

The Headteacher of Faraba Lower Basic has said. 

The Book Aid project is very good, it has motivated 
some of the children to like reading...It has  
helped pupils in speaking, reading and writing of 
English language, compared to the past, before  
the intervention.  

Reading has shown to be a key strategy for 
improved learner performance, and partnerships 
such as the one between Intouch Gambia 
and Book Aid International are instrumental in 
achieving the benefits of quality education.  

Pupils from Faraba Lower Basic School with their new books. Photograph © Switched on Gambia

2016 and 2018 National Assessment Test Results

GRADE 5 ENGLISH LANGUAGE RESULTS  
(FARABA LOWER BASIC SCHOOL)
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Gender equality

The Good Samaritan Uganda  
(formerly The Woman Empowerment Institute)

Staff of The Good Samaritan Uganda with school pupils in Uganda.

One of the areas of particular interest for the 
Good Samaritan Uganda is reducing high school 
drop-out rates (the majority of which being female 
students). They have reported that Book Aid 
International’s donation provided access to high 
quality education material and therefore more 
inspiring reading spaces, the lack of access to both 
of which are factors that contribute to the high 
student dropout rate.

The Good Samaritan Uganda are also  
active advocators for gender equality and  
Ms Musimenta added:

While meeting the schools governing bodies, 
administration and staff, we emphasized the issue 
of giving male and female equal opportunities. 
Boys and girls participate in social, economic life, 
using knowledge acquired from the books which 
were donated from Book Aid International. We also 
expect stimulation of productivity and reduction of 
economic vulnerability of poor households in future. 
Skills, knowledge, attitude will foster development 
and facilitate gender equality. Education is crucial 
in changing attitudes. Learners will accept gender 
equality as a fundamental social value. Education is 
also pivotal in empowering women and therefore in 
giving them the confidence and ability.
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According to the World Bank and UNESCO 
there are around 132 million girls worldwide 
out of school1. This is caused by many factors 
including poverty, gender-based violence, early 
marriage, and schools being unable to provide the 
necessary sanitary conditions required by girls. 

A gender disparity in education has serious 
repercussions on the development of a 
community and society as a whole. This disparity 
affects the ability of women and girls to equally 
contribute to the economy, to secure livelihoods to 
support their families, and diminishes their ability 
to make better informed decisions about their lives 
and the healthcare that could affect their children. 

To reach gender equality it is not enough to make 
it easier for girls to attend school. There is also a 
need to educate boys about the benefits of gender 
equality. Schools are an ideal place to achieve this 
as they are where children learn new concepts, 
important life skills and develop ways of thinking. 

In 2020 Book Aid international donated 2,272 
books to the Good Samaritan Uganda (formerly 
the Woman Empowerment Institute). Amongst 
their objectives is a gender sensitive approach to 
promoting education and woman empowerment. 
This is reflected by the fact that 50% of the Good 
Samaritan Uganda’s staff are female (including at 
senior level). Furthermore, the book distribution 
was intentionally carried out by a larger proportion 
of female staff to inspire and motivate the girls. Ms 
Chrispine Musimenta (Director) says:

Education is also pivotal in empowering women 
and therefore in giving them the confidence and 
ability to take advantage of opportunities.
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Reduce inequalities 

Yezidi Emergency Support

In 2021 Book Aid International partnered with Yezidi 
Emergency Support (Y.E.S), an NGO operating in 
the Sinjar region of Iraq, providing support to the 
ethno-religious minority of the Yezidi community. 
In particular, the organisation supports those that 
survived ISIS captivity and the 2014 genocide. 
Even before the genocide, the Yezidi people had 
very little contact with the outside world and 
very few students progressed to university level 
education. Once their society was completely 
destroyed in 2014, a large portion of the most 
educated fled abroad, leaving behind a knowledge 
gap and a traumatised and displaced community 
that remained all the same very resilient and 
determined to recover. 

Anne Norona, founder of Y.E.S, says

I have been working with Yezidis since 2016 
and one thing which is evident is their thirst for 
education and improving their chances of a better 
future. As Yezidis, striving for higher education 
as a marginalised community has always been 
a struggle and many remain illiterate, especially 
women. Today, having been thrust abruptly into the 
modern world, they are desperate for knowledge 
and employment.

The 1,208 books donated by Book Aid International 
will be used by Y.E.S to populate 5 reading spaces, 
including their Child Friendly Space which acts as 
a school for 160 children. 

Displaced children living in Sardashte tented camp on Sinjar mountain, 
Northern Iraq prepare to walk the 7kms to catch a bus to school. 

Displaced Yezidis, too afraid or unable to return to their destroyed 
homes live hand to mouth in encampments almost 7 years since ISIS 
attacked them in the genocide of 2014.

Thousands of Yezidis  live in tents on Sinjar mountain and are unable to 
return home to their villages which are laced with Improvised Explosive 
Devices (IEDs) or completely destroyed. 

Anne adds: 

Everyday queues of children all dressed in their best 
clothes wait at the door and plead to be allowed 
to come to our CFS. […] The Yezidis are extremely 
intelligent, studious, and quick to learn. They are 
remarkable in so many ways yet so neglected.

The work carried out by Y.E.S is incredibly important 
because education can be a great vehicle to 
reduce inequalities between communities and 
act as a leveller for social mobility. By reducing 
the inequality gap, education is a pathway for 
marginalised communities to income security and 
may also lead to a more democratic system, where 
more informed people will have the means to 
exercise their equal say in policy making decisions. 
There is also the potential for education to reduce 
conflict, as this is often compounded or caused by 
feelings of inequality and social injustice. 

Photographs © Yezidi Emergency Support
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Life on land

New books for a better future

In March this year, staff from the conservation 
charity African Parks in Malawi took part in a very 
special book handover of ‘Planet Earth II’ books 
in collaboration with Book Aid International. The 
ceremony was part of the larger Reading Around 
the Reserve programme which has provided 
over 24,000 new books to schools around the 
Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. 

In the 1990s, the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve was 
empty. Since then, African Parks has restored the 
park, and it is now a tourist destination which is 
home to 500 elephants. Central to the park’s future 
is education in local communities, as education 
will empower the next generation to understand 
the value of nature and ensure that both people 
and wildlife can flourish in and around the reserve.

Book Aid International and African Parks’ 
collaboration is giving over 42,000 students in  
71 schools around the reserve access to 
high quality, carefully selected books in their 
classrooms to support their learning. The 
programme has also trained 142 local teachers in 
how to use these books to enrich their classrooms, 
improving the quality of education that students 
receive. This training was carried out in 2020 
despite the pandemic’s impacts. 

Book Aid International Head of Programmes, 
Samantha Thomas-Chuula explained:

Teacher training is vital to ensuring that books 
become part of classroom learning and can 
really support children’s educations. We usually 
provide a member of our own team to deliver 
training, but during the pandemic that hasn’t been 
possible. Therefore, we developed training videos 
and offered a ‘train the trainer’ zoom course for 
a professional librarian from the Malawi National 
Library Service. She then went on to train all of 
the teachers around the reserve, and today those 
teachers have the skills to help thousands of 
students discover books and succeed in education.

Students from Chankhokwe Primary School, Malawi, with the donated 
books, including Planet Earth II. Photograph © African Parks Malawi

Included in the Reading Around the Reserve 
programme is a very special gift of over 9,200 
‘Planet Earth II’ books with a forward written by 
David Attenborough. These books have been 
provided to local secondary schools as well as 
African Parks’ nearby environmental education 
centre, and they will also be provided as special 
prizes for the most talented readers in local 
schools. Full of beautiful photography from 
different ecosystems around the world, they have 
an important role to play in helping young people 
understand the value of nature.

Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve Park Manager 
Samuel Kamoto said: 

The challenges we face are global, and we must 
educate the next generation on the importance of 
conservation. These wonderful books will help us 
to show young people here in our communities that 
our world is beautiful and fragile, and that we have 
a shared responsibility for its future.
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Peace, justice and  
strong institutions 

Reading to Promote the Rule of Law 
- Uganda Prisons Service 

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 
16 lays out a belief that unjust institutions, violence, 
and insecurity ‘remain a great threat to sustainable 
development’. In East Africa, the Uganda Prisons 
Service (UPS) is attempting to combat these threats 
to progress by providing a transparent corrections 
service which places literacy at the heart of a plan to 
reduce crime in the country. 

Uganda Prisons Service states that “there is a 
positive relationship between levels of literacy 
and the magnitude/nature of crimes committed”. 
Reading, they propose, “enables [inmates] to refocus 
their attention on expanding their knowledge 
base and of their scope of conceptualization”. This 
‘streamlining’ of ‘inmate’s attitudes’ helps shift them 
towards ‘constructive ideas’ for their futures, and 
reduces the chance of the prisoners reoffending. 

Since 2018, Book Aid International has provided 
over 9,500 books to UPS, providing materials to 
support the organisation’s attempts to use literature 
and education to help the prisoners “reintegrate 
into community upon their release as law abiding 
citizens”. Book Aid International’s donations of 
law books have facilitated the creation of a Law 
School Library at Kampala Maximum Security 
Prison, helping inmates to complete legal degrees. 
Other vocational skills and training books enabled 
beneficiaries to learn or perfect trades which 
could provide stable employment post-release. 
One example of this is Jinja Women’s Prison in 
Eastern Uganda, in which supplies of cooking and 
baking books “have facilitated the establishment of 
vocational training for female inmates”.

As well as the tangible development of new skills 
and increased employability, many prisoners across 
the Prisons Service have started book clubs, helping 
to further promote literacy and provide productive 
recreation during confinement. These book clubs 
are supported by libraries populated with Book Aid 
International donations, such as in the Kitayla Mini 
Max Prisons in Central Uganda, where a new library 
was set up in 2019. 

Inmates reading at Luzira Upper Maximum Prison in Uganda.  
Photograph © Justice Defenders.

As a result of this, UPS says that: 

Fluency in English has improved, and library 
users have started library clubs which emphasise 
debates and academic discussions to perfect their 
language base and academic improvement.

The improved literacy and employability these 
projects encourage has a knock-on impact on 
other sustainable development goals, most 
notably SDG8, which aims to promote “full and 
productive employment and decent work for 
all”, as well as driving “inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth”. By providing inmates with 
vocational training, UPS are helping to add 
productive workers to Uganda’s economy. 

More directly though, the library services across 
the Uganda Prisons Service network helps reduce 
violent crime, promotes the rule of law and 
enhances the effectiveness of prison institutions, 
by creating an effective correction system 
that seeks to rehabilitate, rather than simply 
punish. These are all key facets of Sustainable 
Development Goal 16. 

As articulated in the Uganda Prisons Service’s core 
values, the test of an effective corrections system 
is its ability to shape the future. Through Book Aid 
International’s donations, prisoners are able to 
develop skills and educate themselves in ways 
that allow them to shape their own future, and in 
doing so, Uganda’s future.
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Book Aid International is a charity and limited company registered in England and Wales. 
Charity no: 313869 Company no: 880754.  

Registered Office: 39-41, Coldharbour Lane, London SE5 9NR

www.bookaid.org

ABOUT OUR CHARITY  

Book Aid International is the UK’s leading
international book donation and library

development charity. Every year, we ship 
around one million books to thousands of 

libraries in communities where people have 
very few opportunities to access new books.

We work with an extensive network of 
libraries, schools, hospitals, NGOs and other 
partners to ensure that the books we send 
reach those who face the greatest barriers 
to accessing books. In addition, we also run 

library development projects which build the 
capacity of librarians to support readers  

and communities.

We only send books at our library partners’ 
request. These books are carefully selected 
by our UK team led by professional librarians 
to ensure that they meet the needs of local 

communities. All of the books we send  
are donated by the UK book trade so they  

are all new.

To find out more, visit www.bookaid.org.


